HALF A CENTURY OF SMALL WARS       273
among the organisers, and a power of endurance, a courage and
a discipline among the rank and file, which are worthy of far
higher praise than they have received from historians in general
and from military commentators in particular. The colonial
campaigns of France in Morocco and Algeria were no more
creditable achievements; those of Russia in Central Asia, of
Germany in Central Africa, of Italy in Tripoli and East Africa,
and of Spain in Morocco, show a far higher percentage of
failures and fiascoes. In the matter of these little wars other
nations have nothing to teach Britain and much to learn from
her.
And if we take for a moment a more lofty standpoint than
that of mere military merit, and consider the work of the
British army in the light of social science and world progress,
here, again, we have cause for legitimate satisfaction.   The
British army has been, indeed, one of the foremost civilising
agents in the world.   It has been not unusual in the past to
refer to these little wars as " nigger smashing " or " cannibal
chasing ", to talk of " the brave barbarian struggling to be
free "> of " conquest as a prelude to exploitation ".   The use
that has been or may be made of any conquest is a matter which
is altogether out of the army's province, though our country's
record in this  respect will certainly bear comparison with
that of any other.   But as to the conquest itself, if we believe,
as most sane men do, that peace and order are preferable to
massacre and plunder, that the cultivation of the soil is more
fruitful than slave-trading, that sheep and oxen rather than
human beings are meant for human food, that the rule of an
enlightened, disinterested and justice-loving civilised man is
more endurable than that of an irresponsible and blood-stained
barbarian or a half-crazy religious fanatic—then there is no
question but that conquest by a civilised power is at least a
stepping-stone to those higher things.   Such liberty as these
savage races have lost has been usually merely the liberty of
the strong and the fierce to tyrannise over their less fortunate
fellows; such powers as have been taken from them have been
normally used by them for evil rather than for good.   To be
subjected even to a stern alien government which at least
respects life and liberty is better than being butchered in a
private feud or sold into slavery for another's gain; and to^be
at peace is the first step to real freedom.   It is the crowning
glory of the British army that it has brought so many barbarous
and uncivilised races  to   take  perforce this essential pre-
liminary step, and has throughout vast regions of the earth
opened up the road of order and civilisation.   Compared to
this vast humanising achievement, all the great European wars
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